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a contrivance unknown to the Carthaginians, which they
probably owed to Greek engineers—bridges for boarding
the enemy ships, which enabled the heavy-armed Roman
infantry to fight just as they were accustomed to fight on
dry land.
Thanks to these mistakes on the part of Carthage and the
strength of their own fleet, the Romans were able to drive
the enemy out of many Sicilian cities and to win a series of
decisive victories by sea. Encouraged by these successes,
Rome hoped to end the war with one blow, and sent a fairly
strong army to Africa in 256 b.c. The plan was to come
upon the Carthaginians by surprise, to take Carthage as soon
as possible after landing, and to force the government to
accept the conditions dictated by Rome. The attempt
nearly succeeded. The army, commanded by M. Atilius
Regulus, disembarked safely, ravaged a large part of the
Carthaginian territory, and advanced right up to the city.
But the city held out against Regulus. His army was too
small to take it; and the Romans, occupied with the fighting
in Sicily and aware that Carthage still possessed a strong fleet,
were afraid that, if they sent reinforcements, their whole
enterprise might be ruined. With the aid of Xanthippus, an
experienced Spartan general whom they invited to Africa
with a body of mercenaries, the Carthaginians defeated the
army of Regulus, and only a few survivors were able to sail
back to Sicily.
Sicily now became once more the sole theatre of war.
Here, too, Rome displayed the same stubbornness and per-
sistence as in her Italian campaigns. Towards the end of
this war there were times when she suffered defeat after
defeat. At one time she had hardly any fleet left: several
squadrons, one after another, were driven by storms to
destruction on the coast of Sicily. But no disaster could
weaken the resolution of Rome ; and she was encouraged by
the failure of Carthage to take advantage of these disasters.
At last this stubbornness, together with the excellent quality
of the Roman infantry, proved victorious. By degrees the
Carthaginian armies were forced back into the south-west
corner of Sicily, in spite of stubborn resistance, which was
led, towards the end of the war, by Hamilcar Barca, a young
Carthaginian general. The last phase of the war exhausted
the strength of both combatants so completely that Rome

